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When I was in Ireland, my lords, the troops of that
kingdom consisted of twenty-one regiments, of which ton
were, as last year, brought into Britain, and the Irish
forces were to be tilled up by now levies, which wore
raised in the mariner now proposed, by increasing- every
regiment from three hundred and forty to six hundred
men ; so that the eleven regimen Is remaining composed
a body of nearly the same number with the twenty-one
regiments, as formerly constituted.

Of the Swedish establishment, my lords, the reputation
and success of their troops are an uncontrovortible vindi-
cation, and T have often had an opportunity of comparing
the number of officers with that of ours, and found their
private men to be far more numerous in proportion to the
officers.

In Hanover, my lords, I have seen his majesty's troops
remarkable for the elegance of their appearance; and
being once asked, by tho commander, at what expense
one of those gallant troopers und his horse was supported,
was told, after confessing- my ignorance, that ho cost no
more than fourteen pounds a-year, who could not, in this
country, be maintained for loss than forty.

I believe, my lords, that the French forces are not mores
expensive than those of Hanover, and, therefore, wo are
by no means to imitate their establishment, for the price
of provisions and habits of life do not admit, of any dimi-
nution of the pay of either our oflicers or soldiers, and we
can only lessen our expenses by reducing thtdr numhors,
to which I shall, for my part most willingly contribute.

But as this, my lords, is not tho proper timo for dis-
banding our forces, of which tho present state of our af-
fairs may, perhaps, demand an augmentation, it is neces-
sary to compare the state of our forces with that of foreign
troops, and supply, by prudent methods, tho disadvantages
to which we are subject, by the peculiar condition of our
country. For, if the French can support an army at a
fourth part of our expense, what must bo tho consequence
of a war, supposing the wealth of tho two nations nearly
equal? It will be to little purpose that we bount, however